234              CREATIVE CHEMISTRY
iUzed by heat, does not make so bad a wound as the
ancient sword and spear, but we all remember how
gunpowder was regarded by the dandies of Hotspur >s
time:
And it was great pity, so it was,
This villainous saltpeter should be digg'd
Out of the bowels of the harmless earth
"Which many a good tall fellow had destroyed
So cowardly; and but for these vile guns
He would himself have been a soldier.
The real reason for the instinctive aversion mani-
fested against any new arm or mode of attack is that it
reveals to us the intrinsic horror of war. We naturally
revolt against premeditated homicide, but we have be-
come so accustomed to the sword and latterly to the
rifle that they do not shock us as they ought when we
think of what they are made for. The Constitution of
the United States prohibits the infliction of " cruel and
unusual punishments/' The two adjectives were ap-
parently used almost synonymously, as though any
"unusual" punishment were necessarily "cruel," and
so indeed it strikes us. But our ingenious lawyers
were able to persuade the courts that electrocution,
though unknown to the Fathers and undeniably "un-
usual, '' was not unconstitutional. Dumdum bullets are
rightfully ruled out because they inflict frightful and
often incurable wounds, and the aim of humane warfare
is to disable the enemy, not permanently to injure him.
In spite of the opposition of the American and Brit-
ish delegates the First Hague Conference adopted the
clause, "The contracting powers agree to abstain from
the use of projectiles the [sole] object of which is